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MINOR NOTICES. 

The tenth and eleventh parts of Roth's ■* Die europaischen Lauhmoose 
complete the second volume and the work. Supplements to both volumes and 
indexes to accepted names and synonyms in the second volume make up the 
larger portion of the eleventh part. The four indexes (two in the first volume) 
should have been combined into one for convenience, though we are thankful 
for full indexing of any kind. The author and publisher deserve special com- 
mendation for the promptness with which the work has been issued. The book 
will be almost as useful to American as to European bryologists, and the- total 
price, 44 marks, for a work with 62 plates and nearly 1400 pages is certainly 
very reasonable. — C. R. B. 

Major Squier,' of the Signal Corps, U. S. A., in experimenting with field 
wireless telegraphy, has incidentally paid some attention to the conductivity 
and electromotive force of live trees. Being, naturally enough, unfamiliar with 
the hterature, he has rediscovered a number of well-known phenomena and raises 
some questions which have already been investigated. The discharge of a 
powerful induction coil and Leyden jars through live-plant electrodes, and the 
so-called "floral spectra" with lines of carbon, nitrogen, sodium, etc., are more 
novel than valuable. — C. R. B. 

Die Pflanzenfamilien drags on, the sections on mosses and lichens not yet 
being complete. The former are being elaborated by Brothertjs.* The last 
two parts to appear (219, 220) treat the remainder of the Bryaceae, the mono- 
typic Leptostomaceae, Mniaceae (72 spp.) Rhizogoniaceae (35 spp.), Aulacom- 
niaceae (11 spp.), Meesiaceae (11 spp.), Catoscopiaceae (monotypic), Bartram- 
iaceae (400 spp.), Timmiaceae (10 spp.), Weberaceae (13 spp.), Buxbaumiaceae 
(2 spp.), Calomniaceae (3 spp.), and Georgiaceae (5 spp.). The Polytrichaceae 
are just begun. — C. R. B. 

Beal ' has published what is really a third edition of the list of vascular 
plants that bears the title "Michigan Flora." The first edition (1880) was pre- 
pared by C. F. Wheeler and Erwin F. Smith; the second (1892) by C. F. 
Wheeler and W. J. Beal; and this third edition bears only the name of Pro- 
fessor Beal. Besides the incorporation of additional plants, the most notable 
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change in the present edition is the use of the Engler and Prantl sequence as 
presented in Britton's Manual. — J. M. C. 

The second tascicle of I,£veill£'s* monograph of Oenothera has appeared, 
the first fascicle having been noticed in this journal for April 1903 (p. 296). 
Naturally it is of great interest to American taxonomists, and contains a profusion 
of illustrations. The genera Eulobus and Gayophytum have been merged under 
Oenothera, and O. historta Nutt. has been replaced in great part by O. chieranihi- 
jolia Hornem. — J. M. C. 

The forest wealth of Oregon is the title of a small pamphlet prepared 
by E. P. Sheldon" setting forth the forest resources of the state, with a list of 
forest trees and larger shrubs. Of these thirty-eight are gymnosperms. — C. R. B. 

In continuing his revision of Eucalyptus, Maiden'° presents E. stellulata, 
E. coriacea, and E. coccijera, under each species giving the description, synonyms, 
range, and affinity. — J. M. C. 

The eighth volume of the fourth series of Hooker's Icones Plantarum 
closes with the publication of the fourth part January 1905. The plates of this 
part are 2776-2800.— J. M. C. 

NOTES FOR STUDENTS. 

Hesselman" has published a paper on Swedish meadows, which .should 
be carefully read by all who are engaged in ecological research, since no recent 
paper has gone more fundamentally or successfully into the real problems of 
ecology. The studies have been carried on for nearly a decade, and in a rather 
limited area in the neighborhood of Stockholm, and with especial detail on the 
little island of Skabbholmen. The "Laubwiesen" are meadows in which there 
are scattered deciduous trees, the general aspect being park-like. They might 
perhaps be regarded as edaphic savannas. These formations are rich in herbs 
and grasses, and are essentially without low shrubs. At an earlier time the 
"Laubwiesen" covered extensive areas, but they are now restricted to what may 
be called new terranes, especially near the coast and about inland lakes. They 
seem to be particularly favored by maritime climates and calcareous soils. Flor- 
istically the vegetation is closely related to that of oak or beech woods on calcareous 
soil rich in humus. The dominant trees are ash, oak, Unden, elm, and beech. 
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